Polysemy and Semantic Extension of Lexeme "Hot" by Pasaribu, Truly Almendo
LLT 
Journal 
Vol. 
17 
No. 
1 
Pages: Yogyakarta 
April, 2014 
ISSN 
1410-7201 
PUBLISHED BY 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 
SANATA DHARMA UNIVERSITY 
ISSN 1410-7201 Vol. 17 No. 1-April 2014 
Technology and Young Learners………………………………… 1 
Fidelis Chosa Kastuhandani 
New Literacies: Some Implications for Language Teachers…… 11 
Monica Ella Harendita 
A Preliminary Research to Develop A Customized Set of  
Vocabulary Size Test……………………………………………… 19 
Laurentia Sumarni 
A Flexible Approach to the EGP Syllabus: Why It Is Possible… 33 
Concilianus Laos Mbato 
English Learning that Fosters Positive Attitudes………………... 43 
Y.B. Gunawan 
Looking into Noer’s  Moths  from the planes of light of New 
Critics, Russian Formalists and the Structuralists……………… 53 
Antonius Herujiyanto 
Polysemy and Semantic Extension of Lexeme “Hot”…………… 63 
Truly Almendo Pasaribu 
1 - 73




  
 
The occurrence of mail in the utterance is interpreted as manifesting the symbolic unit 
[MAIL/mail] even though, in the context of the usage event, it is understood as referring to 
electronic messages: (EMAIL/mail). This usage is now well established, so both the symbolic 
structure [EMAIL/mail] and its categorization by [MAIL/mail] have the status of conventional units. 
Since the original unit has not been lost, mail is now polysemous, having both ‘hard mail’ and ‘email’ 
as well-entrenched meanings. To some extent, the latter sense is still understood as an extension 
from the former, just as indicated in the diagram (Langacker, 2008:224). 
 
3.  DATA COLLECTION 
This study uses a qualitative-descriptive research that focuses on the description of current 
language phenomenon. The method is carried out by gathering the data, analysing the data and 
presenting the data. The British National Corpus < http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/ > gives a natural 
and concrete data of lexeme hot, while Longman of Contemporary English Dictionary gives ease to 
collect data which are not found in the corpus. Deignan (1997:153) stated that corpus analysis of 
meaning is bottom up not top down, that is the word should be analyzed from its forms to its 
senses. 
 
4.  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS  
 In this section, this paper discusses the prototypical meaning of lexeme HOT from its 
componential and Semantic Natural Metalanguage analysis. Secondly, this paper finds the extended 
senses of the word hot as well as the motivation grounding the various types of those senses. After 
finding the various types of senses, this paper shows the relation of the prototypical lexeme and its 
extended senses through semantic network. 
 
4.1  The Prototypical Meaning of Lexeme Hot 
The word hot has appeared in the ancient English. The roots of Germanic hot go back to the 
Old English period. According to Kleparski (2007) the semantic history of the adjective is the history 
of the proper adjective originally expressing a well-known quality or condition of material bodies, 
due to a high degree of the molecular energy known as heat, the sense with which hot has been 
present in English since Anglo-Saxon times (Kleparski, 2007). The corpus shows that in many 
sentences the word hot is used to describe a very high degree of temperature. This is confirmed by 
Oxford Dictionary which states that hot as “having a relatively or noticeably high temperature.”  The 
word hot is often mentioned as an antonym of the word cold, but it is actually a gradual antonym. 
The word hot is related with other lexemes in the domain of temperature, that is warm, lukewarm, 
cool, cold.  
 
Lexemes which are on the same hierarchical scale as hot are warm, luke, cool dan cold. From their 
usage, we can say that hot is described as having a high or higher than desirable temperature and as 
causing a sensation of heat or burning.  The concept of warm is having or producing a comfortable 
and agreeable degree of heat or imparting or maintaining heat.  The concept of lukewarm is neither 
cold nor hot. The concept of cool is a low temperature. The concept of cold can be defined as having  
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